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Demographics 
 

Sgd Bdmrtr Atqd`tƍr btqqdms bdmrtr drshl`sdr

for each year since the 2010 Census are 

presented in Table II.76.1. The 2019 estimates 

indicate that the Pocahontas Countyƍr

population decreased from 7,310 in 2010 to 

6,619 in 2019, or by -9.0 percent. The 2019 

population estimate is not yet available broken 

down by race, age, or gender. For those 

purposes, we will use the 2018 Five-year ACS 

estimates. Population trends for Pocahontas 

County since 2000 are displayed below in 

Diagram II.76.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Diagram II.76.1 

Population 
Pocahontas County 

 
  

Table II.76.1 
Population Estimates 

Pocahontas County 
2010-2019 Census Data and Intercensal Estimates 

2010 Census  7,310 

2011 Population Estimate 7,204 

2012 Population Estimate 7,143 

2013 Population Estimate 7,112 

2014 Population Estimate 7,097 

2015 Population Estimate 6,967 

2016 Population Estimate 6,854 

2017 Population Estimate 6,833 

2018 Population Estimate 6,714 

2019 Population Estimate 6,619 
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Population Estimates 
 

Sgd Bdmrtr Atqd`tƍr btqqdms drshl`sdr hmchb`sd sg`s

Pocahontas Countyƍr onotk`shnmdecreased from 7,310 in 

2010 to 6,619 in 2019, or by 9.5 percent. This compares to 

a statewide population change of 3.6 percent over the 

period. The number of people from 25 to 34 years of age 

increased by 0.2 percent, and the number of people from 55 

to 64 years of age increased by 6.9 percent.  

 

There are some important implications of these population 

growth estimates. As shown in Table II.76.2, total population 

change is a combination of births, deaths, and the net 

migration of those arriving in and leaving the state. The result 

of births minus deaths is termed the natural increase. 

Pocahontas County had a natural increase, of -377 persons 

between 1990 and 2000. During the April 2000 to July 2009 

period, Pocahontas Countyƍr m`stq`k hmbqd`rd v`r drshl`sdc

at -321 persons.  

  

Table II.76.2 
Population Estimates:  

Births, Deaths, and Migration 
Pocahontas County 

1990-2010 Census Data and Intercensal 
Estimates 

1990 Census 9,525 

Natural Increase 90-00 -377 

Net Migration 90-00 -486 

2000 Census 8,662 

Natural Increase 00-09 -321 

Net Migration 00-09 -946 

2009 Population Estimate 7,395 

2010 Census  7,310 

Natural Increase 10-19 -170 

Net Migration 10-19 -528 

2019 Population Estimate 6,619 
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Between 2010 and 2019, the natural increase was estimated at -170 persons, and the net migration 

was -528 persons. Between 2010 and 2019 the white population decreased by 11.7 percent, while 

the black population increased by 173.1 percent. The Hispanic population increased from 166 to 

269 people between 2010 and 2019 or by 62.0 percent. These data are presented in Table II.76.3. 

 

Table II.76.3 
Profile of Population Characteristics 

Pocahontas County vs. State of Iowa 
2010 Census and 2019 Current Census Estimates 

Subject 
Pocahontas County  State of Iowa 

2010 Census Jul-19 % Change 2010 Census Jul-19 % Change 

Population 7,310 6,619 -9.5% 3,046,355 3,155,070 3.6% 

Age 

Under 14 years 1,261 1,228 -2.6% 603,673 604,131 0.1% 

15 to 24 years 755 684 -9.4% 430,187 436,415 1.4% 

25 to 34 years 654 655 0.2% 382,583 398,150 4.1% 

35 to 44 years 693 693 0.0% 364,548 385,215 5.7% 

45 to 54 years 1,271 676 -46.8% 439,726 362,509 -17.6% 

55 to 64 years 1,059 1,132 6.9% 372,750 415,696 11.5% 

65 and Over 1,617 1,551 -4.1% 452,888 552,954 22.1% 

Race 

White 7,186 6,343 -11.7% 2,839,615 2,859,080 0.7% 

Black 26 71 173.1% 91,695 128,105 39.7% 

American Indian  
and Alaskan Native 

25 41 64.0% 13,563 17,060 25.8% 

Asian 12 39 225.0% 54,232 84,119 55.1% 

Native Hawaiian  
or Pacific Islander 

11 27 145.5% 2,419 4,804 98.6% 

Two or more races 50 98 96.0% 44,831 61,902 38.1% 

Ethnicity (of any race) 

Hispanic or Latino 166 269 62.0% 151,544 198,550 31.0% 

 

Table II.76.4, presents the population of Pocahontas County by age and gender from the 2010 Census 

and 2019 current census estimates. The 2010 Census count showed a total of 3,633 men, who 

accounted for 49.7 percent of the population, and 3,677 women, representing the remaining 50.3 

percent of the population. In 2019, there were 3,290 men, accounting for 49.7 percent of the 

population and 3,329 women, representing the remaining 50.3 percent of the population. 
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Table II.76.4 
Population by Age and Gender 

Pocahontas County  
2010 Census and Current Census Estimates 

Age 
2010 Census 

2019 Current Census 
Estimates % Change  

10-19 
Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Under 14 years 644 617 1,261 590 638 1,228 -2.6% 

15 to 24 years 404 351 755 362 322 684 -9.4% 

25 to 44 years 341 313 654 347 308 655 0.2% 

45 to 54 years 349 344 693 350 343 693 0.0% 

55 to 64 years 656 615 1,271 342 334 676 -46.8% 

65 and Over 541 518 1,059 583 549 1,132 6.9% 

Total 3,633 3,677 7,310 3,290 3,329 6,619 -9.5% 

% of Total 49.7% 50.3% . 49.7% 50.3% .  

 

Diagram II.76.2 displays the percentage of the population by age in Pocahontas County compared to 

the Iowa.  

 
Diagram II.76.2 

Age Cohorts 
Pocahontas County 
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Population Migration Trends 
 

The Iowa Department of Transportation (IOWADOT) collects data on drivers who move to Iowa and 

dwbg`mfd khbdmrdr eqnl nsgdq rs`sdr `r vdkk `r sgnrd rtqqdmcdqhmf Hnv` cqhudqƍr khbdmrdr vgdm

relocating to a different state. The IOWADOT 

data do not represent a precise count of 

migration, as they show only the net change 

hm sgd mtladq ne cqhudqƍr khbdmrdr+ ats sgd c`s`

indicates the general direction of population 

movement.  

 

Sgd cqhudqƍr khbdmrd sns`k dwbg`mfdr rhmbd

2008 for Pocahontas County are presented in 

Table II.76.5. Over the past five years, there 

was only one year with negative net-migration 

in Pocahontas County, which could indicate a 

generally healthy inflow of people into the 

county. Since 2016, Pocahontas County has 

experienced a net growth of 56 persons, 

creating an overall positive net-migration trend. Iowa DOT data indicates that there was a net 

decrease of 6 people in the most recent year. 

  

Table II.76.5 
Driverôs Licenses Exchanged and Surrendered 

Pocahontas County 
IOWADOT Data 2000-2020 

Year In-Migrants Out-Migrants Net Change 

2008 69 65 4 
2009 69 62 7 
2010  75 49 26 
2011 87 51 36 
2012 80 44 36 
2013 56 38 18 
2014 65 58 7 
2015 55 49 6 
2016 73 33 40 
2017 64 55 9 
2018 48 46 2 
2018 54 51 3 

2020(p) 20 26 -6 

Total 815 627 188  
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Diagram II.76.3, shows in- and out- migration as shaded areas, with net migration depicted as a line 

graph. As can be seen the maximum net migration occurred in 2016 with 40 people entering and 

the lowest net migration occurred in 2018 with 2 entering Pocahontas County. 

 
Diagram II.76.3 

Net In-migration by Gender 
Pocahontas County 

IOWADOT Data: 2008 ï First Half 2020 
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The IOWADOT data also collects gender and age information. Table II.76.6, shows in- and out- 

migration by gender. In the most recent first half 2020 data, 67 percent of net-migrants, or -4 persons 

were male, with the remaining 33 percent, or -2 persons were female.  

 

Table II.76.6 

Net In-migration by Gender 
Pocahontas County 

IOWADOT Data 
Gender 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017  2018 2019 2020 (p) 

In 

Male 33 27 39 44 43 27 39 28 40 29 21 28 9 

Female 36 42 36 43 37 29 26 27 33 35 27 26 11 

Total 69 69 75 87 80 56 65 55 73 64 48 54 20 

Out 

Male 34 35 22 27 19 21 31 19 15 28 18 28 13 

Female 31 27 27 24 25 17 27 30 18 27 28 23 13 

Total 65 62 49 51 44 38 58 49 33 55 46 51 26 

Net 

Male -1 -8 17 17 24 6 8 9 25 1 3 0 -4 

Female 5 15 9 19 12 12 -1 -3 15 8 -1 3 -2 

Total 4 7 26 36 36 18 7 6 40 9 2 3 -6 

 

Table II.76.7, shows net-migration for Pocahontas County by age range. The largest age cohort in the 

most recent 2020 net migration data was those in the age range of 18 to 22, with 1 person entering 

Pocahontas County. Those in the age range of 26 to 35 had the lowest levels of net migration, with 

3 persons leaving Pocahontas County.  
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Table II.76.7 

Migration by Age Range 
Pocahontas County 

IOWADOT Data 

Age  
Range 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (p) 

In 

14-17 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18-22 10 10 12 12 8 4 7 5 5 6 5 2 2 

23-25 8 5 10 8 8 7 1 5 4 5 4 5 0 

26-35 12 22 12 20 26 18 20 19 19 20 13 12 11 

36-45 14 13 18 13 8 8 3 7 14 6 9 7 4 

46-55 12 6 11 18 12 11 11 6 18 14 5 15 0 

56-65 10 6 7 11 13 6 13 6 6 8 4 13 1 

66 +  2 5 4 4 5 2 10 7 7 5 8 0 2 

Total 69 69 75 87 80 56 65 55 73 64 48 54 20 

Out 

14-17 2 2 2 0 1 1 2 0 1 3 0 1 0 

18-22 7 12 6 10 4 5 2 7 3 3 7 2 1 

23-25 15 7 10 8 10 11 11 5 2 8 7 8 0 

26-35 16 11 9 13 14 6 18 19 9 9 15 18 14 

36-45 8 10 8 5 4 4 5 3 4 12 6 9 6 

46-55 9 4 5 6 1 7 4 4 4 9 5 4 1 

56-65 4 10 4 4 4 2 5 6 7 5 3 6 2 

66 +  4 6 5 5 6 2 11 5 3 6 3 3 2 

Total 65 62 49 51 44 38 58 49 33 55 46 51 26 

Net 

14-17 -1 0 -1 1 -1 -1 -2 0 -1 -3 0 -1 0 

18-22 3 -2 6 2 4 -1 5 -2 2 3 -2 0 1 

23-25 -7 -2 0 0 -2 -4 -10 0 2 -3 -3 -3 0 

26-35 -4 11 3 7 12 12 2 0 10 11 -2 -6 -3 

36-45 6 3 10 8 4 4 -2 4 10 -6 3 -2 -2 

46-55 3 2 6 12 11 4 7 2 14 5 0 11 -1 

56-65 6 -4 3 7 9 4 8 0 -1 3 1 7 -1 

66 +  -2 -1 -1 -1 -1 0 -1 2 4 -1 5 -3 0 

Total 4 7 26 36 36 18 7 6 40 9 2 3 -6 
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School Age Enrollment 

 

Table II.76.8, show the school enrollment from the Iowa Department of Education for Pocahontas 

County. The school enrollment figures are for both public and private schools. As can be seen, in 

2010 total enrollment was 952 students and was 956 in 2020, a change of 0.4 percent. Enrollment 

for students in grades 1 to 5 was 306 students in 2010 and 320 in 2020, which was a change of 4.6 

percent. Likewise, 2010 enrollment for students in grades 9 to 12 was 375 and 287 in 2018, which 

was a change of -23.5 percent. This data is displayed in Diagram II.76.4.  

 

Table II.76.8 
School Enrollment 

Pocahontas County 
Iowa Department of Education 

Year Pre-K/K Grades 1 - 5 Grades 6 - 8 Grades 9 - 12 Total 

2000 117 506 332 463 1,435 

2001 115 450 326 489 1,405 

2002 127 427 348 501 1,415 

2003 149 370 333 446 1,331 

2004 120 332 318 440 1,248 

2005 92 326 282 461 1,161 

2006 80 292 256 454 1,082 

2007 100 311 226 447 1,084 

2008 145 309 215 412 1,081 

2009 146 308 206 374 1,034 

2010 159 306 112 375 952 

2011 160 317 101 350 928 

2012 142 315 108 320 885 

2013 174 384 234 329 1,121 

2014 176 379 237 317 1,109 

2015 160 376 227 318 1,081 

2016 159 382 214 328 1,083 

2017 155 359 220 305 1,039 

2018 159 347 223 281 1,010 

2019 146 318 212 278 954 

2020 149 320 200 287 956 

% Change 
10-20 

-6.3% 4.6% 78.6% -23.5% 0.4% 
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Diagram II.76.4 
School Age Cohorts 

Pocahontas County 
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Census Demographic Data 
 

Census data is presented in one of four Summary Files (SF). In the 1980, 1990, and 2000 decennial 

censuses, the Census Bureau released the full SF1 100 percent count data1, along with additional 

tabulations including the one-in-six SF3 sample. The Census Bureau did not collect additional sample 

data such as the SF3 in the 2010 decennial census, so many important housing and income concepts 

are not available in the 2010 Census.  

 

To study these important housing and income concepts, the Census Bureau distributes the American 

Community Survey (ACS) every year to a sample of the population, then quantifies the results as one-

, three- and five-year averages. The one-year sample only includes responses from the year the survey 

was implemented, while the five-year sample includes responses over a five-year period. The five-

year estimates are more robust than the one or three year samples because they include more 

responses and can be tabulated down to the Census tract level. 

 

The Census Bureau collects race data according to U.S. Office of Management and Budget guidelines, 

and these data are based on self-hcdmshehb`shnm- @mbdrsqx qdedqr sn nmdƍr dsgmhb nqhfhm nq cdrbdms+

"roots," or gdqhs`fd+ nq sgd ok`bd ne ahqsg ne sgd odqrnm nq sgd odqrnmƍr o`qdmsr nq `mbdrsnqr adenqd

their arrival in the United States. Ethnic identities may or may not represent geographic areas. People 

may choose to report more than one race group and people of any race may be of any ethnic origin. 

Hispanic origin can be viewed as the heritage, nationality, lineage, or country of birth of the person 

nq sgd odqrnmƍr o`qdmsr nq `mbdrsnqr adenqd `qqhuhmf hm sgd Tmhsdc Rs`sdr- Odnokd vgn hcdmshex `r

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish may be any race. 

  

 
. 
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The Pocahontas County population by race and ethnicity is shown in Table II.76.9. The white 

population represented 96.1 percent of the population in 2018, compared with black populations 

accounting for 0.6 percent of the population in 2018. Hispanic households represented 3.7 percent 

of the population in 2018. 

 

Table II.76.9 
Population by Race and Ethnicity 

Pocahontas County 
2010 Census & 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Race 
2010 Census 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Population % of Total Population % of Total 

White 7,126 97.5% 6,630 96.1% 

Black 26 0.4% 44 0.6% 

American Indian 12 0.2% 25 0.4% 

Asian 12 0.2% 105 1.5% 

Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 10 0.1% 3 0% 

Other 45 0.6% 41 0.6% 

Two or More Races 79 1.1% 50 0.7% 

Total 7,310 100.0% 6,898 100.0%  

Non-Hispanic 7,144 97.7% 6,645 96.3% 

Hispanic 166 2.3% 253 3.7% 

 

The change in race and ethnicity between 2010 and 2018 is shown in Table II.76.10. During this 

time, the total non-Hispanic population was 6,645 persons in 2018, while the Hispanic population 

was 253. 

 

Table II.76.10 
Population by Race and Ethnicity 

Pocahontas County 
2010 Census & 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Race 
2010 Census 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Population % of Total Population % of Total 

Non-Hispanic 

White 7,043 98.6% 6,429 96.7% 

Black 26 0.4% 44 0.7% 

American Indian 9 0.1% 25 0.4% 

Asian 12 0.2% 105 1.6% 

Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 8 0.1% 0 0% 

Other 0 0% 0 0% 

Two or More Races 46 0.6% 42 0.6% 

Total Non-Hispanic 7,144 100.0% 6,645 100.0% 

Hispanic 

White 83 50% 201 79.4% 

Black 0 0% 0 0% 

American Indian 3 1.8% 0 0% 

Asian 0 0% 0 0% 

Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 2 1.2% 3 1.2% 

Other 45 27.1% 41 16.2% 

Two or More Races 33 19.9% 8 3.2% 

Total Hispanic 166 100.0 253 100.0% 

Total Population 7,310 100.0% 6,898 100.0% 
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Cohorts 
 

Table II.76.11 shows the population distribution in Pocahontas County by age. In 2010, children 

under the age of 5 accounted for 5.9 percent of the total population, which compared to 5.5 percent 

in 2018.  

 

Table II.76.11 
Population Distribution by Age 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Age 
2010 Census 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Number of Persons Percent Number of Persons Percent 

Under 5 431 5.9 376 5.5 

5 to 19 1,286 17.6 1,183 17.1 

20 to 24 299 4.1 375 5.4 

25 to 34 654 8.9 625 9.1 

35 to 54 1,964 26.9 1,575 22.8 

55 to 64 1,059 14.5 1,206 17.5 

65 or Older 1,617 22.1 1,558 22.6 

Total 7,310 100% 6,898 100% 

 

Table II.76.12 shows the population in Pocahontas County by age and gender. In 2010, there were 

654 people aged 25 to 34, made up of 341 men, and 313 women. In comparison, in 2018, there 

were 625 people in the 25 to 34 age cohort, with 318 men and 307 women.  

 

Table II.76.12 
Population by Age and Gender 

Pocahontas County 
2010 Census & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Age 
2010 Census 2018 Five Year ACs 

Male Female Total Percent Male Female Total Percent 

Under 5 217 214 431 5.9% 189 187 376 5.5% 

5 to 19 672 614 1,286 17.6% 588 595 1,183 17.1% 

20 to 24 159 140 299 4.1% 218 157 375 5.4% 

25 to 34 341 313 654 8.9% 318 307 625 9.1% 

35 to 54 1,005 959 1,964 26.9% 762 813 1,575 22.8% 

55 to 64 541 518 1,059 14.5% 599 607 1,206 17.5% 

65 and Older 698 919 1,617 22.1% 710 848 1,558 22.6% 

Total 3,633 3,677 7,310 100% 3,384 3,514 6,898 100% 
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Diagram II.76.5 
Population Distribution by Age 

Pocahontas County 
2010 Census and 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 
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Diagram II.76.6 
Population Distribution by Age and Gender 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS 
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Group Quarters Population 
 

The group quarters population includes the institutionalized population, who live in correctional 

institutions, juvenile facilities, nursing homes, and other institutions, and the non-institutionalized 

population, who live in college dormitories, military quarters, and other group living situations. As 

seen in Table II.76.13, between 2000 and 2010, the institutionalized population changed -12.4 

percent in Pocahontas County, from 161 people in 2000 to 141 in 2010. The non-institutionalized 

population changed -100 percent, from 1 in 2000 to 0 in 2010.  

 

Table II.76.13 
Group Quarters Population 

Pocahontas County 
2000 & 2010 Census SF1 Data 

Group Quarters Type 
2000 Census 2010 Census % Change  

00ï10 Population % of Total Population % of Total 

Institutionalized 

Correctional Institutions 7 4.3% 5 3.5% -28.6% 

Juvenile Facilities . . 0 0% . 

Nursing Homes 150 93.2% 136 96.5% -9.3% 

Other Institutions 4 2.5% 0 0% -100% 

Total 161 100.0% 141 100.0% -12.4% 

Noninstitutionalized 

College Dormitories 0 0% 0 % % 

Military Quarters 0 0% 0 % % 

Other Noninstitutionalized 1 100% 0 % -100% 

Total 1 100.0% 0 100.0% -100% 

Group Quarters Population 162 100.0% 141 100.0% -13% 
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Foreign Born Populations 
 

The number of foreign born persons are shown in Table II.76.14. An estimated 0.7 percent of the 

population was born in Korea, some 0.6 percent were born in Philippines, and another 0.5 percent 

were born in Mexico. 

 

Table II.76.14 
Place of Birth for the Foreign-Born Population  

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS 

Number  County Number of Person 
Percent of Total 

Population 

#1 country of origin  Korea  49 0.7% 

#2 country of origin Philippines  38 0.6% 

#3 country of origin Mexico  37 0.5% 

#4 country of origin Canada  36 0.5% 

#5 country of origin El Salvador  25 0.4% 

#6 country of origin Vietnam  13 0.2% 

#7 country of origin Denmark  11 0.2% 

#8 country of origin Honduras  10 0.1% 

#9 country of origin Netherlands  10 0.1% 

#10 country of origin Guatemala  7 0.1% 

 

The language spoken at home for those with Limited English Proficiency are shown in Table II.76.15. 

An estimated 1.3 percent of the population speaks Spanish at home, followed by 0.2 percent speaking 

German or other West Germanic languages. 

 

Table II.76.15 
Limited English Proficiency and Language Spoken at Home 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS 

Number  County Number of Person 
Percent of Total 

Population 

#1 LEP Language Spanish  87 1.3% 

#2 LEP Language 
German or other West 
Germanic languages  

13 0.2% 

#3 LEP Language 
French, Haitian, or 

Cajun  
3 0% 

#4 LEP Language 
Other and unspecified 

languages  
1 0% 

#5 LEP Language Arabic  0 0% 

#6 LEP Language Chinese  0 0% 

#7 LEP Language Korean  0 0% 

#8 LEP Language 
Other Asian and Pacific 

Island languages  
0 0% 

#9 LEP Language 
Other Indo-European 

languages  
0 0% 

#10 LEP Language 
Russian, Polish, or other 

Slavic languages  
0 0% 
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Disability  
 

Disability by age, as estimated by the 2018 ACS, is shown in Table II.76.16, below. The disability 

rate for females was 14.5 percent, compared to 15 percent for males. The disability rate grew 

precipitously higher with age, with 39.7 percent of those over 75 experiencing a disability. 

 

Table II.76.16 
Disability by Age 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Age 

Male Female Total 

Disabled  
Population 

Disability  
Rate 

Disabled  
Population 

Disability  
Rate 

Disabled  
Population 

Disability  
Rate 

Under 5 4 2.1% 0 0% 4 1.1% 

5 to 17 63 11% 40 7.4% 103 9.2% 

18 to 34 48 9% 49 9.5% 97 9.3% 

35 to 64 185 13.7% 195 13.8% 380 13.7% 

65 to 74 69 18.9% 66 17.5% 135 18.2% 

75 or Older 127 44.6% 148 36.3% 275 39.7% 

Total 496 15% 498 14.5% 994 14.7% 

 

The number of disabilities by type, as estimated by the 2018 ACS, is shown in Table II.76.17. Some 

7.6 percent have an ambulatory disability, 5.7 have an independent living disability, and 2.8 percent 

have a self-care disability. 

 

Table II.76.17 
Total Disabilities Tallied: Aged 5 and Older 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS 

Disability Type 
Population with  

Disability 
Percent with  

Disability 

Hearing disability 320 4.7% 

Vision disability 153 2.3% 

Cognitive disability 369 5.8% 

Ambulatory disability 484 7.6% 

Self-Care disability 180 2.8% 

Independent living difficulty 300 5.7% 
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Education and Employment 
 

Education and employment data from the Pocahontas County 2018 Five-Year ACS is presented in 

Table II.76.18, Table II.76.19, and Table II.76.20. In 2018, 3,507 people were in the labor force, 

including 3,396 employed and 111 unemployed people. The unemployment rate for Pocahontas 

County was estimated at 3.2 percent in 2018. 

 

Table II.76.18 
Employment, Labor Force and Unemployment 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Employment Status 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Employed 3,396 

Unemployed 111 

Labor Force 3,507 

Unemployment Rate 3.2% 

 

Table II.76.19 and Table II.76.20 show educational attainment in Pocahontas County. In 2018, 90.5 

percent of households had a high school education or greater, including 38.4 percent with a high 

school diploma or equivalent, 38.4 percent with some college, 11.3 odqbdms vhsg ` A`bgdknqƍr

Degree, and 3.1 percent with a graduate or professional degree. 

 

Table II.76.19 
High School or Greater Education 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Education Level Households 

High School or Greater  2,900 

Total Households  3,205 

Percent High School or Above 90.5% 

 

Table II.76.20 
Educational Attainment 

Pocahontas County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Education Level 2018 Five-Year ACS Percent 

Less Than High School 479 8.9% 

High School or Equivalent 2,072 38.4% 

Some College or Associates Degree 2,073 38.4% 

Bachelorôs Degree 612 11.3% 

Graduate or Professional Degree 166 3.1% 

Total Population Above 18 years 5,402 100.0% 
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Commuting Patterns 
Table II.76.21 shows the place of work by county of residence. In 2010 69.7 percent of residents 

worked within the county they reside with 29 percent working outside their home county. This 

compares to 71.4 percent of residents in 2018 who worked within the county in which they resided 

and 28.2 percent of residents worked outside their home county but still within the state. 

 

Table II.76.21 
Place of Work 
Pocahontas County 

2010 and 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Place of work 2010 Five-Year ACS % of Total 2018 Five-Year ACS % of Total 

Worked in county of residence 2,577 69.7% 2,400 71.4% 

Worked outside county of residence 1,071 29% 948 28.2% 

Worked outside state of residence 51 1.4% 14 0.4% 

Total 3,699 100.0% 3,362 100.0% 

 

 

Table II.76.22 shows the aggregate travel time to work based on place of work and residence. In 

Pocahontas County the total aggregate travel time was 55,695 minutes, with residents working in 

their home county spending a total of 23,725 minutes traveling. 

 

Table II.76.22 
Aggregate Travel Time to Work (in Minutes) 

Pocahontas County 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Place of Work 2010 Five-Year ACS % of Total 2018 Five-Year ACS % of Total 

Worked in county of residence 22,415 38.6% 23,725 42.6% 

Worked outside county of residence 35,095 60.5% 31,300 56.2% 

Worked outside State of residence 525 0.9% 665 1.2% 

Aggregate travel time to work (in 
minutes): 

58,035 100.0% 55,695 100.0% 

 

Table II.76.23 shows the average travel time to work based on place of work and residence. In 2018 

the overall aggregate travel time was 58,035 minutes. Residents working within their home county 

spent an average of 9.9 minutes commuting to work, with those working outside their county of 

residence spending an average of 33 minutes on their commute. 
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Table II.76.23 
Average Travel Time to Work (in Minutes) 

Pocahontas County 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Place of Work 2010 Five-Year ACS 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Worked in county of residence 8.7 9.9 

Worked outside county of residence 32.8 33 

Worked outside State of residence 10.3 47.5 

Average travel time to work (in minutes): 15.7 16.6 

 

Table II.76.24 shows the means of transportation to work. In 2018, 74.5 percent of commuters drove 

alone in a car, truck, or van. Only 9.5 percent carpooled, with an additional 0 percent taking public 

transportation. Also, there were 211 persons or 6.3 percent who worked from home. 

 

Table II.76.24 
Means of Transportation to Work 

Pocahontas County 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Means 
2010 Five-Year 

ACS 
% of Total 

2018 Five-Year 
ACS 

% of Total 

Car, truck, or van: Drove alone 2,757 74.5% 2,505 74.5% 

Car, truck, or van: Carpooled: 323 8.7% 321 9.5% 

Public transportation (excluding taxicab): 0 0% 1 0% 

Taxicab 0 0% 0 0% 

Motorcycle 13 0.4% 11 0.3% 

Bicycle 33 0.9% 13 0.4% 

Walked 154 4.2% 246 7.3% 

Other means 56 1.5% 54 1.6% 

Worked at home 363 9.8% 211 6.3% 

Total 3,699 100.0% 3,362 100.0% 
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Table II.76.25 shows the breakdown of the means of transportation by tenure. In 2018, 58.1 percent 

of commuters owned their home and commuted alone by car, which compares to 62.9 percent in 

2010. There were also 553 renters who drove alone in 2018 and accounted for 16.4 percent of the 

total commuter population. Commuters who owned their own home and took public transportation 

represented 0 percent of the population, which compares to 0 renters, or 0 percent taking public 

transportation.  

 

Table II.76.25 
Means Of Transportation To Work By Tenure 

Pocahontas County 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Tenure 
2010 Five-Year 

ACS 
% of Total 

2018 Five-Year 
ACS 

% of Total 

Car, truck, or van - drove alone: 

Owner 2,327 62.9% 1,952 58.1% 
Renter 430 11.6% 553 16.4% 

Car, truck, or van - carpooled: 

Owner 282 7.6% 223 6.6% 

Renter 41 1.1% 98 2.9% 

Public transportation (excluding taxicab): 

Owner 0 0% 1 0% 
Renter 0 0% 0 0% 

Walked: 

Owner 101 2.7% 178 5.3% 

Renter 53 1.4% 68 2% 

Taxicab, motorcycle, bicycle, or other means: 

Owner 93 2.5% 50 1.5% 

Renter 9 0.2% 28 0.8% 

Worked at home: 

Owner 284 7.7% 199 5.9% 
Renter 79 2.1% 12 0.4% 

Total: 3,699 100.0% 3,362 100.0% 
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Iowa Laborshed Study 
 

Laborshed studies are supply-side, labor availability studies. They provide community leaders, 

economic developers, site selectors and existing or prospective employers a flexible tool for 

understanding the workforce characteristics of their local labor market. 

 

According to the Iowa Workforce Development agency, a laborshed is defined as the area or region 

from which an employment center draws its commuting workers. It shows the distribution of these 

workers regardless of political boundaries. Laborshed studies also address underemployment, 

availability of labor and likeliness of the employed or not employed to change or accept employment. 

Other topics covered within a Laborshed analysis include: current and desired occupations, wages, 

hours worked, job search resources and distance willing to commute to work.2 

 

For more information visit: 

 

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/laborshed-studies 
 

Map II.76.1 
Laborshed Study 

Pocahontas County 

  

 
2 https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/laborshed-studies 

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/laborshed-studies
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Economics 
Labor Force 
 

Table II.76.26 shows labor force statistics for Pocahontas County between 1990 and 2019. Over the 

entire series the lowest unemployment rate occurred in 2018 with a rate of 1.9 percent. The highest 

level of unemployment occurred during 2003 rising to a rate of 5.7 percent. This compared to a 

statewide low of 2.6 in 1999 and statewide high of 6.4 percent in 2009. Over the last year, the 

unemployment rate in Pocahontas County remained unchanged from 1.9 percent in 2018 to 1.9 

percent in 2019, which compared to a statewide increase to 2.7 percent. 

 

Table II.76.26 
Labor Force Statistics 

Pocahontas County 
1990 - 2019 BLS Data 

Year 

Pocahontas County 
Statewide 

Unemployment Rate Unemployment  Employment Labor Force 
Unemployment 

 Rate 

1990 95 4,249 4,344 2.2% 4.4% 

1991 131 4,189 4,320 3.0% 4.7% 

1992 148 4,187 4,335 3.4% 4.5% 

1993 118 4,134 4,252 2.8% 4.0% 

1994 116 4,240 4,356 2.7% 3.5% 

1995 162 4,233 4,395 3.7% 3.4% 

1996 131 4,305 4,436 3.0% 3.5% 

1997 102 4,276 4,378 2.3% 3.1% 

1998 97 4,126 4,223 2.3% 2.7% 

1999 141 4,005 4,146 3.4% 2.6% 

2000 113 4,077 4,190 2.7% 2.6% 

2001 152 4,251 4,403 3.5% 3.3% 

2002 186 3,982 4,168 4.5% 4.0% 

2003 220 3,625 3,845 5.7% 4.5% 

2004 198 3,603 3,801 5.2% 4.5% 

2005 160 3,702 3,862 4.1% 4.3% 

2006 125 3,976 4,101 3.0% 3.7% 

2007 131 4,001 4,132 3.2% 3.7% 

2008 135 4,104 4,239 3.2% 4.2% 

2009 237 3,895 4,132 5.7% 6.4% 

2010 207 3,849 4,056 5.1% 6.0% 

2011 179 3,901 4,080 4.4% 5.5% 

2012 168 3,993 4,161 4.0% 5.0% 

2013 159 4,033 4,192 3.8% 4.7% 

2014 151 4,184 4,335 3.5% 4.2% 

2015 131 4,173 4,304 3.0% 3.8% 

2016 123 4,182 4,305 2.9% 3.6% 

2017 100 4,051 4,151 2.4% 3.1% 

2018 81 4,264 4,345 1.9% 2.6% 

2019 88 4,501 4,589 1.9% 2.7% 
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Diagram II.76.7, shows the employment and labor force for Pocahontas County. The difference 

between the two lines represents the number of unemployed persons. In the most recent year, 

employment stood at 4,501 persons, with the labor force reaching 4,589, indicating there were a 

total of 88 unemployed persons. 
 

Diagram II.76.7 
Employment and Labor Force 

Pocahontas County 
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Annual Unemployment 

 

Diagram II.76.8, shows the unemployment rate for both the State and Pocahontas County. During 

sgd 088/ƍr sgd `udq`fd q`sd enqPocahontas County was 2.9 percent, which compared to 3.6 percent 

statewide. Between 2000 and 2010 the unemployment rate had an average of 4.1 percent, which 

compared to 4.1 percent statewide. Since 2010, the average unemployment rate was 3.3 percent. 

Over the course of the entire period the Pocahontas County had an average unemployment rate lower 

than the State, 3.4 percent for Pocahontas County, versus 4.0 statewide. 

 
Diagram II.76.8 

Annual Unemployment Rate 
Pocahontas County 

1990 ï 2019 BLS Data 

 
  


