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Group Quarters Population 
 

The group quarters population includes the institutionalized population, who live in correctional 

institutions, juvenile facilities, nursing homes, and other institutions, and the non-institutionalized 

population, who live in college dormitories, military quarters, and other group living situations. As 

seen in Table II.77.13, between 2000 and 2010, the institutionalized population changed -3.1 

percent in Polk County, from 4,480 people in 2000 to 4,339 in 2010. The non-institutionalized 

population changed 12.7 percent, from 4,450 in 2000 to 5,017 in 2010.  

 

Table II.77.13 
Group Quarters Population 

Polk County 
2000 & 2010 Census SF1 Data 

Group Quarters Type 
2000 Census 2010 Census % Change  

00–10 Population % of Total Population % of Total 

Institutionalized 

Correctional Institutions 1,097 24.5% 1,879 43.3% 71.3% 

Juvenile Facilities . . 302 7% . 

Nursing Homes 2,764 61.7% 2,032 46.8% -26.5% 

Other Institutions 619 13.8% 126 2.9% -79.6% 

Total 4,480 100.0% 4,339 100.0% -3.1% 

Noninstitutionalized 

College Dormitories 2,687 60.4% 3,163 63% 17.7% 

Military Quarters 0 0% 0 0% % 

Other Noninstitutionalized 1,763 39.6% 1,854 37% 5.2% 

Total 4,450 100.0% 5,017 100.0% 12.7% 

Group Quarters Population 8,930 100.0% 9,356 100.0% 4.8% 
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Foreign Born Populations 
 

The number of foreign born persons are shown in Table II.77.14. An estimated 1.9 percent of the 

population was born in Mexico, some 0.8 percent were born in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and another 

0.6 percent were born in Burma. 

 

Table II.77.14 
Place of Birth for the Foreign-Born Population  

Polk County 
2018 Five-Year ACS 

Number  County Number of Person 
Percent of Total 

Population 

#1 country of origin  Mexico  8,919 1.9% 

#2 country of origin Bosnia and Herzegovina  3,962 0.8% 

#3 country of origin Burma  2,769 0.6% 

#4 country of origin Vietnam  2,471 0.5% 

#5 country of origin India  2,377 0.5% 

#6 country of origin Laos  1,599 0.3% 

#7 country of origin Liberia  1,202 0.3% 

#8 country of origin El Salvador  1,093 0.2% 

#9 country of origin Other Eastern Africa  982 0.2% 

#10 country of origin Philippines  890 0.2% 

 

The language spoken at home for those with Limited English Proficiency are shown in Table II.77.15. 

An estimated 2.4 percent of the population speaks Spanish at home, followed by 0.9 percent speaking 

Other Asian and Pacific Island languages. 

 

Table II.77.15 
Limited English Proficiency and Language Spoken at Home 

Polk County 
2018 Five-Year ACS 

Number  County Number of Person 
Percent of Total 

Population 

#1 LEP Language Spanish  10,349 2.4% 

#2 LEP Language 
Other Asian and Pacific 

Island languages  
3,862 0.9% 

#3 LEP Language 
Other and unspecified 

languages  
2,133 0.5% 

#4 LEP Language 
Russian, Polish, or other 

Slavic languages  
1,991 0.5% 

#5 LEP Language Vietnamese  1,986 0.5% 

#6 LEP Language 
Other Indo-European 

languages  
1,567 0.4% 

#7 LEP Language Arabic  991 0.2% 

#8 LEP Language Chinese  710 0.2% 

#9 LEP Language Tagalog  262 0.1% 

#10 LEP Language 
French, Haitian, or 

Cajun  
248 0.1% 
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Disability 
 

Disability by age, as estimated by the 2018 ACS, is shown in Table II.77.16, below. The disability 

rate for females was 10.9 percent, compared to 10.9 percent for males. The disability rate grew 

precipitously higher with age, with 43.5 percent of those over 75 experiencing a disability. 

 

Table II.77.16 
Disability by Age 

Polk County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Age 

Male Female Total 

Disabled  
Population 

Disability  
Rate 

Disabled  
Population 

Disability  
Rate 

Disabled  
Population 

Disability  
Rate 

Under 5 129 0.7% 66 0.4% 195 0.6% 

5 to 17 2,976 6.9% 1,805 4.3% 4,781 5.6% 

18 to 34 3,730 6.5% 3,584 6.2% 7,314 6.4% 

35 to 64 10,372 11.7% 10,632 11.8% 21,004 11.7% 

65 to 74 4,033 25.3% 3,947 21.3% 7,980 23.2% 

75 or Older 3,929 43.4% 5,968 43.6% 9,897 43.5% 

Total 25,169 10.9% 26,002 10.9% 51,171 10.9% 

 

The number of disabilities by type, as estimated by the 2018 ACS, is shown in Table II.77.17. Some 

5.5 percent have an ambulatory disability, 4.4 have an independent living disability, and 2 percent 

have a self-care disability. 

 

Table II.77.17 
Total Disabilities Tallied: Aged 5 and Older 

Polk County 
2018 Five-Year ACS 

Disability Type 
Population with  

Disability 
Percent with  

Disability 

Hearing disability 13,836 2.9% 

Vision disability 8,308 1.8% 

Cognitive disability 20,121 4.6% 

Ambulatory disability 23,888 5.5% 

Self-Care disability 8,849 2% 

Independent living difficulty 15,422 4.4% 
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Education and Employment 
 

Education and employment data from the Polk County 2018 Five-Year ACS is presented in Table 

II.77.18, Table II.77.19, and Table II.77.20. In 2018, 265,328 people were in the labor force, 

including 253,971 employed and 11,357 unemployed people. The unemployment rate for Polk 

County was estimated at 4.3 percent in 2018. 

 

Table II.77.18 
Employment, Labor Force and Unemployment 

Polk County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Employment Status 2018 Five-Year ACS 

Employed 253,971 

Unemployed 11,357 

Labor Force 265,328 

Unemployment Rate 4.3% 

 

Table II.77.19 and Table II.77.20 show educational attainment in Polk County. In 2018, 92.9 percent 

of households had a high school education or greater, including 25.3 percent with a high school 

diploma or equivalent, 32.2 percent with some college, 23.5 percent with a Bachelor’s Degree, and 

10.1 percent with a graduate or professional degree. 

 

Table II.77.19 
High School or Greater Education 

Polk County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Education Level Households 

High School or Greater  170,789 

Total Households  183,753 

Percent High School or Above 92.9% 

 

Table II.77.20 
Educational Attainment 

Polk County 
2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Education Level 2018 Five-Year ACS Percent 

Less Than High School 31,837 9% 

High School or Equivalent 89,871 25.3% 

Some College or Associates Degree 114,202 32.2% 

Bachelor’s Degree 83,472 23.5% 

Graduate or Professional Degree 35,795 10.1% 

Total Population Above 18 years 355,177 100.0% 
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Commuting Patterns 
Table II.77.21 shows the place of work by county of residence. In 2010 91.4 percent of residents 

worked within the county they reside with 8 percent working outside their home county. This 

compares to 88.8 percent of residents in 2018 who worked within the county in which they resided 

and 10.6 percent of residents worked outside their home county but still within the state. 

 

Table II.77.21 
Place of Work 

Polk County 
2010 and 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Place of work 2010 Five-Year ACS % of Total 2018 Five-Year ACS % of Total 

Worked in county of residence 202,386 91.4% 221,857 88.8% 

Worked outside county of residence 17,664 8% 26,412 10.6% 

Worked outside state of residence 1,325 0.6% 1,546 0.6% 

Total 221,375 100.0% 249,815 100.0% 

 

 

Table II.77.22 shows the aggregate travel time to work based on place of work and residence. In Polk 

County the total aggregate travel time was 4,655,305 minutes, with residents working in their home 

county spending a total of 3,847,485 minutes traveling. 

 

Table II.77.22 
Aggregate Travel Time to Work (in Minutes) 

Polk County 
2010 & 2018 Five-Year ACS Data 

Place of Work 2010 Five-Year ACS % of Total 2018 Five-Year ACS % of Total 

Worked in county of residence 3,379,610 85.1% 3,847,485 82.6% 

Worked outside county of residence 533,360 13.4% 740,085 15.9% 

Worked outside State of residence 57,990 1.5% 67,735 1.5% 

Aggregate travel time to work (in 
minutes): 

3,970,960 100.0% 4,655,305 100.0% 

 

Table II.77.23 shows the average travel time to work based on place of work and residence. In 2018 

the overall aggregate travel time was 3,970,960 minutes. Residents working within their home county 

spent an average of 17.3 minutes commuting to work, with those working outside their county of 

residence spending an average of 28 minutes on their commute. 
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Iowa Laborshed Study 
 

Laborshed studies are supply-side, labor availability studies. They provide community leaders, 

economic developers, site selectors and existing or prospective employers a flexible tool for 

understanding the workforce characteristics of their local labor market. 

 

According to the Iowa Workforce Development agency, a laborshed is defined as the area or region 

from which an employment center draws its commuting workers. It shows the distribution of these 

workers regardless of political boundaries. Laborshed studies also address underemployment, 

availability of labor and likeliness of the employed or not employed to change or accept employment. 

Other topics covered within a Laborshed analysis include: current and desired occupations, wages, 

hours worked, job search resources and distance willing to commute to work.4 

 

For more information visit: 

 

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/laborshed-studies 
 

 

  

 
4 https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/laborshed-studies 
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Annual Unemployment 

 

Diagram II.77.8, shows the unemployment rate for both the State and Polk County. During the 1990’s 

the average rate for Polk County was 2.8 percent, which compared to 3.6 percent statewide. Between 

2000 and 2010 the unemployment rate had an average of 3.9 percent, which compared to 4.1 

percent statewide. Since 2010, the average unemployment rate was 4.1 percent. Over the course of 

the entire period the Polk County had an average unemployment rate lower than the State, 3.7 

percent for Polk County, versus 4.0 statewide. 

 
Diagram II.77.8 

Annual Unemployment Rate 
Polk County 

1990 – 2019 BLS Data 
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Monthly Unemployment 

 

Table II.77.27 displays the monthly unemployment rate in Polk County from January 2007 through 

April 2020. This data is also shown in Diagram II.77.9. 

 

Table II.77.27 
Monthly Unemployment Rate 

Polk County 
2007 – 20120 (p) BLS Data 

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Unemployment Rate (%) 

2007 4.1 4.1 3.8 3.5 3.3 3.5 3.1 3.3 3.3 3.2 3.1 3.5 

2008 4.2 4.1 4.0 3.7 3.6 3.9 3.8 4.1 4.1 4.0 4.2 5.1 

2009 6.3 6.4 6.5 5.9 6.0 6.3 6.2 6.2 5.9 5.9 5.8 6.4 

2010 6.9 6.7 6.6 5.8 5.6 5.8 5.7 5.9 5.7 5.5 5.6 5.9 

2011 6.6 6.4 6.1 5.5 5.4 5.7 5.4 5.5 5.4 5.2 5.2 5.5 

2012 6.1 6.0 5.5 5.0 4.9 5.2 5.0 5.0 4.8 4.7 4.7 5.1 

2013 5.9 5.5 5.3 4.8 4.6 4.9 4.6 4.7 4.5 4.2 4.3 4.5 

2014 5.1 5.0 4.7 4.1 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.1 3.9 3.9 3.7 4.0 

2015 4.7 4.3 4.1 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.6 3.5 3.3 3.2 3.2 3.5 

2016 4.2 3.9 3.6 3.3 3.3 3.7 3.5 3.6 3.3 3.0 2.9 3.3 

2017 4.1 3.7 3.4 3.0 3.0 3.2 3.1 3.0 2.8 2.4 2.5 2.8 

2018 3.5 3.2 3.0 2.5 2.3 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.8 

2019 3.5 3.2 3.4 2.7 2.5 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.9 

2020 (p) 3.6 3.1 3.5 12.7 . . . . . . . . 

 
Diagram II.77.9 

Monthly Unemployment Rate 
Polk County 
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Employment by Industry 

 

Table II.77.28 shows employment and median earnings by industry for Polk County from the 2018 

Five-Year ACS. In 2018, the largest industry by number of people employed in Polk County was 

Finance, which employed 31,341 people and paid a median salary of 60,266 dollars. The highest 

paying industry in Polk County was the Utilities industry, which paid a median salary of 72,045 

dollars in 2018. 

 

Table II.77.28 
City Level Employment by Industry 

Polk County 
2018 Five Year ACS Data 

Industry 
Total  

Employment 
Percent of 

Employment 
Median  

Earnings 

Admin 6,686 4% $35,685 

Arts 2,493 1% $45,232 

Construction 12,838 7% $48,919 

Education 12,917 7% $51,022 

Farming 2,144 1% $67,143 

Finance 31,341 17% $60,266 

Food 7,459 4% $26,505 

Health Care 23,339 13% $41,798 

Info 3,952 2% $60,372 

Management 232 0% $51,094 

Manufacturing 19,996 11% $49,416 

Mining 22 0% $46,250 

Other 6,997 4% $41,168 

Prof Service 12,820 7% $68,564 

Government 8,165 4% $66,377 

Real Estate 3,254 2% $50,434 

Retail 17,304 9% $36,648 

Transport 7,427 4% $50,826 

Utilities 1,252 1% $72,045 

Wholesale 6,517 4% $56,209 
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Diagram II.77.10 displays employment and earnings data for 2018 in Polk County. Only industries 

that employed more than 0.0 percent of people and had accurate median earnings data are included 

in Diagram II.77.10. 

 
Diagram II.77.10 

Employment and Median Earnings by Industry 
Polk County 

2018 Five-Year ACS Data 
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Earnings and Employment 
 

The Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) produces regional economic accounts, which provide a 

consistent framework for analyzing and comparing individual state and local area economies. Table 

II.77.29, shows total real earnings by industry for Polk County. In 2018, the finance and insurance 

industry had the largest total real earnings with 4,487,050,000 dollars. Between 2017 and 2018, the 

farm industry saw the largest percentage increase of 675.7 percent, to 6,888,000 dollars. 

 

Table II.77.29 
Real Earnings by Industry 

Polk County 
BEA Table CA-5N Data (1,000’s of 2019 Dollars) 

NAICS 
Categories 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
% Change 

17-18 

Farm earnings 12,713 48,920 50,634 32,812 11,216 3,636 2,722 888 6,888 675.7 

Forestry, fishing, 
related activities, 
and other  

0 0 0 0 0 13,940 15,702 14,245 13,928 -2.2 

Mining 0 0 0 0 0 13,002 9,960 10,815 10,430 -3.6 

Utilities 187,634 77,898 85,070 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Construction 1,022,005 1,102,270 1,154,015 1,273,640 1,527,005 1,581,844 1,738,995 1,758,670 
1,814,87

9 
3.2 

Manufacturing 1,173,628 1,253,468 1,302,047 1,274,245 1,312,073 1,297,938 1,299,474 1,340,182 
1,414,80

7 
5.6 

Wholesale trade 1,530,496 1,589,985 1,656,813 1,662,854 1,706,567 1,698,312 1,676,077 1,698,735 
1,678,64

1 
-1.2 

Retail trade 1,088,659 1,117,653 1,126,260 1,160,615 1,171,989 1,210,030 1,251,463 1,266,003 
1,259,00

9 
-0.6 

Transportation 
and warehousing 

539,137 546,290 577,949 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Information 678,166 623,662 616,412 574,687 586,603 579,185 565,059 532,090 563,476 5.9 

Finance and 
insurance 

4,497,347 3,917,380 4,049,454 3,935,829 4,029,110 4,118,489 4,331,723 4,535,126 
4,487,05

0 
-1.1 

Real estate and 
rental and leasing 

40,102 67,001 145,892 183,989 216,001 242,747 324,825 315,523 323,485 2.5 

Professional and 
technical services 

1,272,939 1,353,794 1,565,781 1,638,666 1,786,210 1,897,072 1,988,150 2,058,294 
2,095,38

5 
1.8 

Management of 
companies and 
enterprises 

489,648 547,567 623,569 688,244 808,622 874,470 873,543 879,310 864,076 -1.7 

Administrative and 
waste services 

833,581 839,703 890,581 892,414 870,908 900,974 892,913 885,090 945,715 6.8 

Educational 
services 

286,803 284,308 290,506 281,795 291,413 286,468 298,241 274,435 279,416 1.8 

Health care and 
social assistance 

2,143,361 2,174,762 2,209,029 2,253,306 2,331,524 2,436,355 2,543,663 2,545,888 
2,608,93

1 
2.5 

Arts, 
entertainment, and 
recreation 

179,314 180,275 135,803 130,765 155,459 142,104 172,417 172,868 174,710 1.1 

Accommodation 
and food services 

405,173 439,517 542,102 584,642 614,785 638,501 682,219 687,138 704,953 2.6 

Other services, 
except public 
administration 

754,123 752,600 791,065 782,883 818,631 863,723 873,638 875,813 897,978 2.5 

Government and 
government 
enterprises 

2,861,249 2,816,668 2,793,054 2,834,418 2,887,428 2,970,392 3,001,984 3,017,726 
3,025,59

2 
0.3 

Total 
20,025,13

4 
19,759,24

8 
20,631,18

2 
20,855,71

8 
21,854,38

5 
22,484,33

4 
23,254,85

3 
23,588,16

6 
23,916,7

00 
1.4 
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Table II.77.30, shows the total employment by industry for the Polk County. The most recent 

estimates show the finance and insurance industry was the largest employer in Polk County, with 

employment reaching 45,755 jobs in 2018. Between 2017 and 2018 the administrative and waste 

management services industry saw the largest percentage increase, rising by 3.6 percent to 20,950 

jobs. 

 
Table II.77.30 

Employment by Industry 
Polk County 

BEA Table CA25 Data 

NAICS Categories 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
%  

Change 
17-18 

Farm earnings 732 741 730 761 720 752 742 722 724 0.3 

Forestry, fishing, 
related activities,  
and other  

0 0 0 0 0 369 382 430 433 0.7 

Mining 0 0 0 0 0 577 491 301 303 0.7 

Utilities 503 467 456 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Construction 15,701 15,709 16,380 17,887 20,075 20,147 22,476 22,500 23,265 3.4 

Manufacturing 15,582 16,615 17,194 17,426 17,309 17,358 17,537 17,615 18,176 3.2 

Wholesale trade 16,416 16,753 17,447 17,515 17,332 17,127 16,618 16,832 16,660 -1.0 

Retail trade 34,056 33,969 33,589 34,816 35,352 36,105 36,504 36,807 36,752 -0.1 

Transportation and 
warehousing 

9,829 9,770 10,093 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Information 8,097 7,753 7,492 7,373 7,341 7,078 7,181 6,885 7,093 3.0 

Finance and 
insurance 

46,764 44,910 44,437 43,943 43,337 43,764 45,512 46,541 45,755 -1.7 

Real estate and 
rental and leasing 

11,987 12,176 11,881 12,224 12,936 13,419 14,095 14,627 15,064 3.0 

Professional and 
technical services 

17,869 17,619 18,665 19,746 21,407 22,084 22,965 23,722 24,384 2.8 

Management of 
companies and 
enterprises 

5,109 5,492 5,816 6,234 7,610 7,985 7,887 8,114 8,162 0.6 

Administrative and 
waste services 

21,388 21,599 21,657 21,044 20,677 20,627 20,879 20,229 20,950 3.6 

Educational services 8,917 8,926 8,894 9,031 9,150 9,354 9,135 8,855 8,961 1.2 

Health care and 
social assistance 

36,434 36,786 37,868 38,800 39,101 39,787 40,638 41,456 42,344 2.1 

Arts, entertainment, 
and recreation 

8,270 8,213 7,351 7,282 7,322 7,305 8,803 9,125 9,251 1.4 

Accommodation and 
food services 

19,563 20,235 21,646 22,847 23,624 24,049 24,834 25,582 26,048 1.8 

Other services, 
except public 
administration 

17,253 17,282 17,621 17,856 18,700 19,250 18,779 18,702 19,023 1.7 

Government and 
government 
enterprises 

37,285 37,144 37,063 36,959 37,303 37,412 37,662 38,128 38,192 0.2 

Total 332,545 332,934 337,158 343,159 351,215 356,107 365,016 370,577 375,811 1.4 
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Table II.77.31, shows the real average earnings per job by industry for Polk County. These figures are 

calculated by dividing the total real earning displayed in Tables II.77.18 and II.77.19, by industry. In 

2018, the management of companies and enterprises industry had the highest average earnings 

reaching 105,866 dollars. Between 2017 and 2018 the farm industry saw the largest percentage 

increase, rising by 673.5 percent to 9,514 dollars. 

 

Table II.77.31 
Real Earnings Per Job by Industry 

Polk County 
BEA Table CA5N and CA25 Data  

NAICS Categories 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
% Change 

17-18 

Farm earnings 17,368 66,019 69,361 43,117 15,578 4,835 3,668 1,230 9,514 673.5 

Forestry, fishing, 
related activities,  
and other  

0 0 0 0 0 37,778 41,106 33,129 32,165 -2.9 

Mining 0 0 0 0 0 22,534 20,284 35,931 34,424 -4.2 

Utilities 373,030 166,804 186,556 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Construction 65,092 70,168 70,453 71,205 76,065 78,515 77,371 78,163 78,009 -0.2 

Manufacturing 75,319 75,442 75,727 73,123 75,803 74,775 74,099 76,082 77,839 2.3 

Wholesale trade 93,232 94,907 94,963 94,939 98,463 99,160 100,859 100,923 
100,75

9 
-0.2 

Retail trade 31,967 32,902 33,531 33,336 33,152 33,514 34,283 34,396 34,257 -0.4 

Transportation and 
warehousing 

54,852 55,915 57,262 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Information 83,755 80,441 82,276 77,945 79,908 81,829 78,688 77,282 79,441 2.8 

Finance and insurance 96,171 87,227 91,128 89,567 92,972 94,107 95,178 97,444 98,067 0.6 

Real estate and rental 
and leasing 

3,345 5,503 12,279 15,051 16,698 18,090 23,045 21,571 21,474 -0.5 

Professional and 
technical services 

71,237 76,837 83,889 82,987 83,440 85,903 86,573 86,767 85,933 -1.0 

Management of 
companies and 
enterprises 

95,840 99,703 107,216 110,402 106,258 109,514 110,757 108,369 
105,86

6 
-2.3 

Administrative and 
waste services 

38,974 38,877 41,122 42,407 42,120 43,679 42,766 43,754 45,142 3.2 

Educational services 32,164 31,852 32,663 31,203 31,848 30,625 32,648 30,992 31,181 0.6 

Health care and social 
assistance 

58,829 59,119 58,335 58,075 59,628 61,235 62,593 61,412 61,613 0.3 

Arts, entertainment, 
and recreation 

21,682 21,950 18,474 17,957 21,232 19,453 19,586 18,944 18,886 -0.3 

Accommodation and 
food services 

20,711 21,721 25,044 25,589 26,024 26,550 27,471 26,860 27,064 0.8 

Other services, except 
public administration 

43,710 43,548 44,893 43,844 43,777 44,869 46,522 46,830 47,205 0.8 

Government and 
government 
enterprises 

76,740 75,831 75,360 76,691 77,405 79,397 79,709 79,147 79,221 0.1 

Total 60,218 59,349 61,191 60,776 62,225 63,139 63,709 63,653 63,640 -0.0 

 
Table II.77.32 shows total employment and real personal income for the years of 1969 to 2018. Total 

real personal income includes all wage and salary earnings, proprietorship income, dividends, 

interest, rents, and transfer payments. In 2018, total real personal income was 26,380,453,000 

dollars, a 3.1 percent change between 2017 and 2018. Total employment was 332,545 in 2010 and 

375,811 in 2018, a change of 1.4 percent over the period. 
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Table II.77.32 
Total Employment and Real Personal Income 

Polk County 
BEA Data 1969 Through 2018 

Year 

1,000s of 2019 Dollars 
Per  

Capita  
Income 

Total  
Employment 

Average  
Real Earnings  

Per Job Earnings 
Social  

Security 
Contributions 

Residents 
Adjustments 

Dividends, 
Interest,  
Rents 

Transfer 
 Payments 

Personal  
Income 

1969 6,196,945 458,041 -640,453 940,142 473,530 6,512,122 22,831 157,020 39,465 

1970 6,307,159 457,475 -645,013 1,012,058 515,946 6,732,675 23,463 160,293 39,347 

1971 6,468,500 486,749 -676,487 1,061,436 568,781 6,935,481 23,804 162,125 39,896 

1972 6,880,794 546,634 -738,279 1,108,496 595,565 7,299,943 24,931 167,779 41,012 

1973 7,292,739 667,741 -784,527 1,170,605 660,390 7,671,466 25,805 175,001 41,672 

1974 7,424,381 711,695 -827,511 1,234,866 711,534 7,831,575 26,035 179,138 41,444 

1975 7,498,321 700,670 -840,083 1,238,702 827,441 8,023,711 26,466 181,673 41,272 

1976 7,851,955 739,376 -879,797 1,270,706 872,340 8,375,829 27,503 187,530 41,869 

1977 8,309,577 778,223 -952,022 1,338,683 855,405 8,773,420 29,039 195,220 42,566 

1978 8,683,402 840,430 -1,012,737 1,403,264 874,805 9,108,305 30,069 203,403 42,690 

1979 9,070,333 917,792 -1,071,840 1,472,170 901,507 9,454,378 31,269 209,539 43,286 

1980 8,770,500 882,679 -1,068,852 1,609,700 979,102 9,407,770 30,978 209,339 41,895 

1981 8,583,599 919,670 -1,046,914 1,807,331 1,026,508 9,450,855 31,000 205,280 41,814 

1982 8,334,301 898,722 -1,005,216 1,981,159 1,100,412 9,511,935 31,230 202,502 41,157 

1983 8,500,960 919,987 -1,021,010 1,960,132 1,129,027 9,649,122 31,563 204,789 41,512 

1984 8,998,152 1,000,421 -1,078,116 2,099,919 1,098,624 10,118,158 32,948 212,636 42,317 

1985 9,187,781 1,035,806 -1,106,255 2,105,320 1,133,284 10,284,324 33,352 216,845 42,370 

1986 9,508,484 1,095,493 -1,147,703 2,128,878 1,151,140 10,545,306 34,048 219,843 43,251 

1987 9,998,537 1,144,914 -1,210,552 2,147,197 1,139,896 10,930,163 34,938 226,653 44,115 

1988 10,626,511 1,249,111 -1,292,196 2,250,228 1,167,317 11,502,749 36,273 236,825 44,871 

1989 11,057,728 1,291,270 -1,342,555 2,407,540 1,186,489 12,017,932 37,269 245,877 44,973 

1990 11,491,728 1,387,212 -1,420,194 2,638,869 1,263,017 12,586,208 38,311 255,281 45,017 

1991 11,689,449 1,424,294 -1,463,815 2,396,737 1,326,788 12,524,864 37,547 259,682 45,015 

1992 12,326,258 1,491,197 -1,552,513 2,394,067 1,407,390 13,084,005 38,523 263,873 46,712 

1993 12,605,072 1,530,727 -1,598,572 2,407,119 1,440,706 13,323,598 38,603 268,179 47,002 

1994 13,134,662 1,612,645 -1,660,203 2,545,400 1,466,148 13,873,363 39,713 274,833 47,791 

1995 13,628,151 1,669,600 -1,693,136 2,771,866 1,508,865 14,546,147 41,080 285,424 47,747 

1996 14,143,339 1,685,066 -1,774,536 2,881,420 1,572,527 15,137,683 42,286 291,220 48,566 

1997 14,748,645 1,785,649 -1,908,070 3,070,327 1,577,673 15,702,926 43,500 294,718 50,044 

1998 15,848,155 1,889,022 -2,038,337 3,314,818 1,621,558 16,857,172 46,173 303,098 52,287 

1999 16,797,773 1,997,237 -2,197,308 3,193,279 1,645,407 17,441,914 47,065 309,202 54,327 

2000 17,295,837 2,026,968 -2,304,186 3,365,353 1,739,165 18,069,201 48,105 313,669 55,140 

2001 17,856,607 2,089,635 -2,374,116 3,245,052 1,861,957 18,499,865 48,669 315,185 56,654 

2002 18,185,049 2,133,425 -2,390,929 3,084,190 2,025,602 18,770,487 48,837 313,424 58,021 

2003 18,608,892 2,198,915 -2,396,655 3,038,425 1,984,204 19,035,951 49,027 314,259 59,215 

2004 19,078,595 2,220,351 -2,337,004 3,327,050 1,984,918 19,833,208 50,574 317,334 60,122 

2005 19,333,448 2,244,756 -2,378,487 3,409,230 2,070,406 20,189,841 50,598 321,683 60,102 

2006 19,790,492 2,281,834 -2,495,516 3,742,720 2,217,349 20,973,210 51,659 330,289 59,919 

2007 19,940,182 2,322,187 -2,657,391 3,915,002 2,324,846 21,200,453 51,330 337,026 59,165 

2008 20,257,169 2,382,624 -2,837,675 3,760,505 2,694,690 21,492,065 51,233 340,126 59,558 

2009 19,744,321 2,354,883 -2,824,580 3,264,281 2,873,361 20,702,500 48,627 334,929 58,951 

2010 20,025,134 2,381,411 -2,721,224 3,321,028 3,101,458 21,344,985 49,369 332,545 60,217 

2011 19,759,248 2,135,176 -2,781,020 3,661,802 3,112,793 21,617,647 49,274 332,934 59,348 

2012 20,631,182 2,171,426 -2,870,785 4,178,872 3,078,703 22,846,546 51,378 337,158 61,191 

2013 20,855,718 2,484,320 -2,834,306 3,816,296 3,121,345 22,474,732 49,648 343,159 60,776 

2014 21,854,385 2,539,524 -2,955,397 4,099,412 3,278,018 23,736,895 51,493 351,215 62,225 

2015 22,484,334 2,593,080 -3,081,995 4,385,872 3,444,710 24,639,841 52,703 356,107 63,139 

2016 23,254,853 2,723,294 -3,307,669 4,557,851 3,506,837 25,288,577 53,287 365,016 63,709 

2017 23,588,166 2,777,404 -3,433,409 4,787,154 3,412,005 25,576,512 53,164 370,577 63,652 

2018 23,916,700 2,815,154 -3,471,118 5,073,776 3,676,248 26,380,453 54,146 375,811 63,641 

  



County Profile Polk County 

 

Polk County II.77.35 Final Report: September 18, 2020 

Diagram II.77.11, shows real average earnings per job for Polk County from 1990 to 2018. Over this 

period the average earning per job for Polk County was 56,181 dollars, which was higher than the 

statewide average of 46,575 dollars over the same period. 

 
Diagram II.77.11 

Real Average Earnings per Job 
Polk County 

 

  



County Profile Polk County 

 

Polk County II.77.36 Final Report: September 18, 2020 

Per capita income is a broader measure of wealth than real average earnings per job, which only 

captures the working population. Diagram II.77.12 shows real per capita income for Polk County 

from 1990 to 2018 of 47,446 dollars, which was higher than the statewide average of 41,199 dollars 

over the same period.  
 

Diagram II.77.12 
Real per Capita Income 

Polk County 

 

 


