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Iowa Laborshed Study 
 

Laborshed studies are supply-side, labor availability studies. They provide community leaders, 

economic developers, site selectors and existing or prospective employers a flexible tool for 

understanding the workforce characteristics of their local labor market. 

 

According to the Iowa Workforce Development agency, a laborshed is defined as the area or region 

from which an employment center draws its commuting workers. It shows the distribution of these 

workers regardless of political boundaries. Laborshed studies also address underemployment, 

availability of labor and likeliness of the employed or not employed to change or accept 

employment. Other topics covered within a Laborshed analysis include: current and desired 

occupations, wages, hours worked, job search resources and distance willing to commute to 

work.10 

 

For more information visit: 

 

https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/laborshed-studies 
 

Map II.5.1 
Laborshed Study 

Audubon County 

 
  

 
10 https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/laborshed-studies 
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Diagram II.5.10 displays employment and earnings data for 2018 in Audubon County. Only 

industries that employed more than 0.0 percent of people and had accurate median earnings data 

are included in Diagram II.5.10. 

 
Diagram II.5.10 

Employment and Median Earnings by Industry 
Audubon County 

2018 Five-Year ACS Data 
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Earnings and Employment 
 

The Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) produces regional economic accounts, which provide a 

consistent framework for analyzing and comparing individual state and local area economies. Table 

II.5.29, shows total real earnings by industry for Audubon County. In 2018, the farm industry had 

the largest total real earnings with 29,322,000 dollars. Between 2017 and 2018, the professional, 

scientific, and technical services industry saw the largest percentage increase of 43.6 percent, to 

4,194,000 dollars. 

 

Table II.5.29 
Real Earnings by Industry 

Audubon County 
BEA Table CA-5N Data (1,000’s of 2019 Dollars) 

NAICS 
Categories 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
% Change 

17-18 

Farm earnings 45,740 100,287 61,716 103,755 59,593 36,935 20,924 29,025 29,322 1.0 

Forestry, fishing, 
related activities, 
and other  

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Mining 56 76 47 23 26 14 7 8 9 9.8 

Utilities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Construction 8,666 8,562 10,752 9,684 9,459 7,738 7,988 8,315 7,697 -7.4 

Manufacturing 13,324 11,373 11,983 12,178 12,691 11,180 11,429 12,517 12,040 -3.8 

Wholesale trade 6,635 6,742 7,848 9,712 10,719 9,683 9,093 8,166 8,127 -0.5 

Retail trade 10,071 8,703 7,645 6,233 5,800 5,459 5,521 4,735 5,020 6.0 

Transportation 
and warehousing 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Information 0 0 706 858 0 536 0 708 835 18.0 

Finance and 
insurance 

6,938 4,341 0 0 0 4,157 4,442 4,371 4,778 9.3 

Real estate and 
rental and leasing 

0 0 0 0 0 2,104 2,135 1,742 1,744 0.1 

Professional and 
technical services 

0 0 0 0 2,509 2,344 2,418 2,921 4,194 43.6 

Management of 
companies and 
enterprises 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Administrative and 
waste services 

1,036 1,221 1,222 1,121 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Educational 
services 

105 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Health care and 
social assistance 

8,290 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Arts, 
entertainment, and 
recreation 

0 247 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Accommodation 
and food services 

0 907 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Other services, 
except public 
administration 

7,191 6,363 5,878 5,409 5,338 5,547 5,813 5,724 6,281 9.7 

Government and 
government 
enterprises 

23,618 22,944 22,645 20,256 21,619 22,727 22,902 23,101 22,438 -2.9 

Total 146,900 196,501 163,426 201,493 159,812 132,297 116,274 123,973 126,132 1.7 
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Table II.5.30, shows the total employment by industry for the Audubon County. The most recent 

estimates show the farm industry was the largest employer in Audubon County, with employment 

reaching 649 jobs in 2018. Between 2017 and 2018 the professional, scientific, and technical 

services industry saw the largest percentage increase, rising by 8.7 percent to 100 jobs. 

 
Table II.5.30 

Employment by Industry 
Audubon County 

BEA Table CA25 Data 

NAICS Categories 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
%  

Change 
17-18 

Farm earnings 679 681 662 689 650 678 668 647 649 0.3 

Forestry, fishing, 
related activities,  
and other  

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Mining 7 6 9 13 8 9 1 1 1 0.0 

Utilities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Construction 177 167 161 158 154 161 192 175 169 -3.4 

Manufacturing 247 217 206 211 227 181 205 207 203 -1.9 

Wholesale trade 124 125 135 154 160 159 158 137 135 -1.5 

Retail trade 317 307 282 289 280 257 247 235 251 6.8 

Transportation and 
warehousing 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Information 0 0 14 15 0 11 0 20 18 -10.0 

Finance and 
insurance 

150 153 0 0 0 149 142 150 154 2.7 

Real estate and 
rental and leasing 

0 0 0 0 0 116 105 96 100 4.2 

Professional and 
technical services 

0 0 0 0 58 77 88 92 100 8.7 

Management of 
companies and 
enterprises 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Administrative and 
waste services 

80 83 84 93 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Educational services 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Health care and 
social assistance 

250 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Arts, entertainment, 
and recreation 

0 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Accommodation and 
food services 

0 99 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Other services, 
except public 
administration 

233 220 214 212 214 204 210 215 215 0.0 

Government and 
government 
enterprises 

462 457 451 383 391 399 404 400 386 -3.5 

Total 3,218 3,168 3,109 3,124 3,081 3,032 3,116 3,058 3,113 1.8 
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Table II.5.31, shows the real average earnings per job by industry for Audubon County. These 

figures are calculated by dividing the total real earning displayed in Tables II.5.18 and II.5.19, by 

industry. In 2018, the wholesale trade industry had the highest average earnings reaching 60,198 

dollars. Between 2017 and 2018 the professional, scientific, and technical services industry saw the 

largest percentage increase, rising by 32.1 percent to 41,941 dollars. 

 

Table II.5.31 
Real Earnings Per Job by Industry 

Audubon County 
BEA Table CA5N and CA25 Data  

NAICS Categories 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
% Change 

17-18 

Farm earnings 67,364 147,265 93,226 150,588 91,682 54,476 31,323 44,862 45,181 0.7 

Forestry, fishing, 
related activities,  
and other  

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Mining 8,016 12,596 5,243 1,784 3,252 1,550 7,433 8,339 9,158 9.8 

Utilities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Construction 48,961 51,268 66,781 61,293 61,422 48,063 41,603 47,512 45,547 -4.1 

Manufacturing 53,942 52,410 58,171 57,718 55,907 61,769 55,753 60,470 59,311 -1.9 

Wholesale trade 53,512 53,938 58,136 63,064 66,992 60,902 57,551 59,602 60,198 1.0 

Retail trade 31,771 28,347 27,110 21,567 20,715 21,242 22,352 20,150 20,001 -0.7 

Transportation and 
warehousing 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Information 0 0 50,401 57,193 0 48,771 0 35,387 46,409 31.1 

Finance and insurance 46,255 28,373 0 0 0 27,897 31,281 29,143 31,027 6.5 

Real estate and rental 
and leasing 

0 0 0 0 0 18,139 20,338 18,143 17,440 -3.9 

Professional and 
technical services 

0 0 0 0 43,253 30,447 27,477 31,745 41,941 32.1 

Management of 
companies and 
enterprises 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Administrative and 
waste services 

12,947 14,707 14,553 12,050 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Educational services 10,521 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Health care and social 
assistance 

33,159 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Arts, entertainment, 
and recreation 

0 12,367 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Accommodation and 
food services 

0 9,161 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 

Other services, except 
public administration 

30,862 28,924 27,465 25,515 24,945 27,192 27,680 26,625 29,214 9.7 

Government and 
government 
enterprises 

51,122 50,206 50,211 52,888 55,291 56,961 56,689 57,752 58,129 0.7 

Total 45,649 62,027 52,565 64,498 51,870 43,634 37,315 40,541 40,518 -0.1 

 
Table II.5.32 shows total employment and real personal income for the years of 1969 to 2018. 

Total real personal income includes all wage and salary earnings, proprietorship income, dividends, 

interest, rents, and transfer payments. In 2018, total real personal income was 270,477,000 dollars, 

a 3.4 percent change between 2017 and 2018. Total employment was 3,218 in 2010 and 3,113 in 

2018, a change of 1.8 percent over the period. 
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Table II.5.32 
Total Employment and Real Personal Income 

Audubon County 
BEA Data 1969 Through 2018 

Year 

1,000s of 2019 Dollars 
Per  

Capita  
Income 

Total  
Employment 

Average  
Real Earnings  

Per Job Earnings 
Social  

Security 
Contributions 

Residents 
Adjustments 

Dividends, 
Interest,  
Rents 

Transfer 
 Payments 

Personal  
Income 

1969 145,821 6,230 4,812 29,896 15,701 190,000 20,169 4,395 33,181 

1970 131,068 6,159 5,329 32,556 17,237 180,031 18,823 4,314 30,384 

1971 117,277 6,043 6,048 34,075 18,180 169,536 18,066 4,267 27,484 

1972 131,830 6,109 6,657 36,837 18,293 187,508 19,915 4,058 32,487 

1973 170,686 7,364 7,369 41,295 20,224 232,210 25,397 4,099 41,641 

1974 128,667 7,857 7,997 42,053 21,107 191,966 21,567 4,137 31,102 

1975 128,822 7,836 7,727 44,023 23,365 196,101 22,010 4,105 31,381 

1976 117,763 8,291 8,976 46,347 23,703 188,498 21,045 4,170 28,241 

1977 105,872 7,827 9,987 51,115 23,829 182,976 20,386 4,061 26,070 

1978 146,196 8,079 10,521 52,156 24,576 225,370 24,997 3,931 37,191 

1979 113,335 8,711 11,547 54,002 24,773 194,946 22,017 4,082 27,766 

1980 89,992 8,341 9,957 59,737 26,228 177,573 20,781 4,021 22,382 

1981 107,132 7,926 8,837 65,736 27,530 201,309 23,776 3,964 27,025 

1982 78,836 7,892 8,166 70,085 28,690 177,885 21,287 3,953 19,943 

1983 59,815 7,718 8,748 69,005 29,474 159,324 19,329 4,049 14,773 

1984 93,201 8,054 9,543 69,373 30,076 194,140 23,356 3,980 23,418 

1985 108,262 8,044 9,757 63,799 30,770 204,544 25,269 3,863 28,026 

1986 105,009 8,246 10,268 62,551 31,249 200,831 25,590 3,786 27,736 

1987 118,294 8,286 11,184 57,760 31,127 210,079 27,625 3,756 31,495 

1988 103,695 9,252 12,342 56,210 30,664 193,659 25,790 3,653 28,387 

1989 118,193 9,389 12,749 58,290 34,587 214,432 28,962 3,698 31,962 

1990 116,169 9,767 12,119 54,671 35,742 208,934 28,484 3,787 30,676 

1991 117,955 10,493 11,587 53,408 36,950 209,408 28,880 3,800 31,041 

1992 125,125 10,653 12,575 50,467 39,005 216,520 30,320 3,796 32,962 

1993 100,085 10,660 13,428 48,055 39,222 190,130 27,015 3,665 27,308 

1994 123,858 10,996 14,153 48,144 39,010 214,169 30,630 3,627 34,148 

1995 108,703 10,952 15,051 56,389 40,502 209,692 30,155 3,731 29,136 

1996 136,465 9,526 16,328 59,628 40,883 243,778 35,229 3,759 36,303 

1997 137,700 11,013 18,101 60,127 41,704 246,619 35,660 3,677 37,449 

1998 119,076 11,422 20,128 64,282 41,500 233,564 33,884 4,024 29,591 

1999 107,287 11,255 21,411 65,110 41,593 224,146 32,504 3,970 27,025 

2000 131,343 11,715 22,272 68,718 38,549 249,167 36,621 4,019 32,681 

2001 119,506 11,226 24,558 67,094 40,866 240,797 36,133 3,535 33,806 

2002 119,943 11,451 26,492 65,194 44,677 244,854 37,257 3,441 34,857 

2003 119,198 11,794 28,340 58,771 44,020 238,536 36,817 3,419 34,864 

2004 168,597 11,922 30,824 51,653 45,101 284,253 44,208 3,430 49,153 

2005 153,568 11,732 33,149 47,216 44,868 267,069 42,231 3,424 44,850 

2006 142,705 11,815 35,892 46,173 52,033 264,988 42,297 3,290 43,376 

2007 144,931 12,368 38,194 52,674 52,660 276,091 44,373 3,347 43,302 

2008 154,640 11,974 44,915 55,430 55,578 298,589 48,159 3,247 47,625 

2009 131,529 12,358 40,635 52,570 58,055 270,430 44,073 3,270 40,224 

2010 146,900 13,172 36,498 51,991 59,762 281,978 46,242 3,218 45,649 

2011 196,501 11,569 34,146 57,166 59,055 335,299 55,855 3,168 62,027 

2012 163,426 11,692 30,467 62,254 57,604 302,060 51,502 3,109 52,565 

2013 201,493 12,611 27,331 59,737 56,684 332,634 56,734 3,124 64,498 

2014 159,812 12,676 27,846 60,067 58,208 293,258 50,815 3,081 51,870 

2015 132,297 12,032 28,298 62,204 60,072 270,839 47,408 3,032 43,634 

2016 116,274 12,394 27,935 64,406 60,733 256,953 45,648 3,116 37,315 

2017 123,973 12,596 27,857 62,989 59,348 261,571 46,994 3,058 40,541 

2018 126,132 13,116 29,024 65,869 62,567 270,477 49,124 3,113 40,518 
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Diagram II.5.11, shows real average earnings per job for Audubon County from 1990 to 2018. 

Over this period the average earning per job for Audubon County was 39,965 dollars, which was 

lower than the statewide average of 46,575 dollars over the same period. 

 
Diagram II.5.11 

Real Average Earnings per Job 
Audubon County 
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Per capita income is a broader measure of wealth than real average earnings per job, which only 

captures the working population. Diagram II.5.12 shows real per capita income for Audubon 

County from 1990 to 2018 of 40,526 dollars, which was lower than the statewide average of 

41,199 dollars over the same period.  
 

Diagram II.5.12 
Real per Capita Income 

Audubon County 

 

 


